4th Sunday of Lent

Mass Intentions

A

If you are a family member or friend of the person being
remembered at Sunday Mass, please feel free to approach an
usher and offer to bring up the gifts.

God so loved the world that he gave his
only Son, so everyone who believes in Him
might have eternal life.

t the heart of Catholicism the world over are the
cross (which is bare), and the crucifix (which is the
cross with the body of Jesus affixed to it). Both
symbolize and signify the redemptive action of Jesus
Christ, each in its own particular way. A cross or crucifix
hangs around the neck of countless people in our world
who give no other outward sign of being religious.
Teachers of young children report that when they offer the
youngsters a selection of holy cards and ask them to
choose one, time and again children choose the picture of
Jesus on the cross.
Why are the cross and crucifix so important, and so
central? Why, after two thousand years, has the cross –
either bare or with the body of Jesus upon it – lost none of
its fascination and power? The best answer is also the
simplest: The cross and crucifix are a depiction of how
much God loves us; they are a revelation of how much he
has always loved us and desired relationship with us.
Our first two readings today set the stage for this
revelation. First, we hear about the constant
transgressions of God’s people, and yet God never stopped
loving them, even in his discipline of a seventy-year-exile
(tough love indeed!). Paul reaffirms this as he says, God,
who is rich in mercy, because of the great love he had for
us, even when we were dead in our transgressions,
brought us to life with Christ.
As we heard in today’s Gospel, For God so loved the
world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him might not perish but might have eternal
life. This is more than a catchphrase held up on posterboard for TV cameras at sporting events. It is the sum and
summary of our salvation history. Through Jesus Christ, all
of our transgressions before God are washed away in God’s
mercy. Sin and death are overcome through his sacrifice of
love on the cross.
The cross means something. The crosses and
crucifixes that adorn our necks and sanctuaries depict how
much God loves us. So as we continue in this Lenten
season, perhaps we can spend some time thinking about
that. And in doing so, we might also reflect on what, in our
own lives, demonstrates how much we love God in return.

Monday, March 12
7am Frank Broad
Tuesday, March 13
9am Morgan Murray
Wednesday, March 14
7am John Komsa
Thursday, March 15
9am Jonathan Sellitto
Friday, March 16
12pm Mari Jo Dagostino
Saturday, March 17
9am Maureen Rodgers
5pm Msgr. Patrick Brown
Sunday, March 18
7am Frank & Michelina Oberc
9am Leonard F. Lauter, Jr.
11am Marguerite Meister
5:30pm Louis Theault

Pray for the Sick

Terry Zimmer, Joan Dagostino, Kristen Johnson, Kathryn
Olden, Grant Martin Scruggs, John Allen, Paula Dugan,
Tawny Wamack, Randy Brooks, Ben Aspero, and all those
listed in Our Lady’s Chapel prayer book of intentions.

Collection
Last Weekend Collection: $15,613.00*

Included in this number is Faith Direct, electronic giving. The
weekly average for electronic giving is $5,476.00. For an easier
more consistent way of supporting Christ the King, please
consider using Faith Direct at www.faithdirect.net. Our parish
code is NJ658.

Easter Flower Memorials

We invite you to contribute an offering for Easter flowers
in memory of a loved one(s). Please fill out the Easter
Flower Envelope from your weekly contribution envelope
mailing and return it to the Parish Office or drop it in the
collection basket. Intentions will appear in the Parish
Bulletin during the Easter Season.

Daily Reading

Find Today’s Readings at www.bit.ly/2gGKsiU

Religious Education

Partners in Faith
March, 2018

Junior High Religious Education
(Grades 5, 6, 7 & 8)
Student Sessions | Sunday March 11 & 25, 6:30 to 8pm

GRADES 1-5
Learning Session
Wednesday, March 14 | 4 – 5pm
Parish Life Center

Youth Ministry

I am pleased to report that our parish
recently received a rebate based on our
parishioners’ ongoing fulfillment of their
Partners in Faith Pledges. The rebates
from this Campaign have allowed us to undertake many
capital improvements over the last couple years including:
§
§
§
§
§

Restoration and revoicing the church organ
New air conditioning in the church
New pond aerator
New parking lot lighting
Sidewalk repairs and hand railing replacements

In February, we began the replacement of the slate
roofs on the rectory and church.
We are most grateful for your continued commitment
to fulfilling these pledges that provide the funds which
enable us to maintain and enhance our beautiful parish
campus.

Lectors, Ministers of
Communion & Altar Servers

Please indicate your availability to serve during Holy Week
and Easter on the sign-up sheets that are posted in the
Priest’s Sacristy.

New Day Bereavement

Easter Egg Hung

March 31 – 9:45am | Front Lawn of Church

High School Volunteers Needed

Stuff Eggs: Thursday, March 29 at 5:30pm
Hide Eggs/Assist with Hunt: March 31, 8:45am
Breakfast will be served
Sign up at http://bit.ly/2Fjy6IK

Starting on April 4, the “New Day” Bereavement Group will
meet for nine evening sessions. If you are interested in
this 9-week healing journey or if you know someone who
might be helped through their grieving process, please
contact Sister Mary Joseph to register: 973-539-4955, ex.
13 or srmaryjoseph@churchofchristtheking.org.

Saint of the Week
March 17 | St. Patrick

Harding Seniors

March 22 at 11am | Parish Hall
Program: Bagpipes & Irish Step Dancing
Lunch at noon

A

s we know, St. Patrick is one of the most popular of
all saints, though the facts of his life are interwoven
with legends. He was born in Britain and when he
was about 16 he was captured by pirates and taken to
Ireland. There he was forced to herd and tend sheep.
During this time he developed his life of spirituality,
continually praying to God. This led to his conversion to
Christianity. When he was twenty he managed to escape
through the prompting of a dream, as described in his
memoir, and was reunited with his family.
Patrick had several visions throughout his life, and he
was so moved by one of them that he began to study to
become a priest. He saw someone in the vision calling to
him to return to Ireland to help them. After his ordination
he was soon made a bishop and sent to Ireland in 433 to
preach the Gospel. He remained there for the rest of his
life.
Patrick immediately began to preach and convert
pagans. He even managed to convert entire kingdoms; he
was said to use the shamrock to help to explain the dogma
of the Holy Trinity. He also built churches across the
country. Miracles were attributed to him as well.
After many years of travel, self-sacrifice and poverty,
Patrick died on March 17, 461 at Saul, where he had built
his first church. He was believed to have been buried in
the crypt of the Down Cathedral. In 1990 this spot was
marked with a granite stone.
St. Patrick, the “Apostle of Ireland,” was a humble,
gentle and holy man, one worth imitating. Often during his
life he was betrayed by friends and belittled by the clergy
because he was rather uneducated. Remaining calm and
unfazed, he faced hardships with courage and feared
nothing, placing all his trust in God.
St. Patrick, pray for us, that we might share your zeal for the
gospel and devotion to God.

Music Ministry

The responsorial psalm for this weekend will be sung by
Susan Barba, Christine Anderson and George Barry with
obbligato played by Dan Henegan at 5pm, Saturday
(baroque recorder), Christopher Minarich at 9 and 11am,
Sunday (violin) and Samantha Johnson at 5:30pm, Sunday
(flute). This is a beautiful rendition of psalm 137 depicting
the feelings of longing the Israelites had while in captivity.

