




6th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Let	us	use	all	that	God	has	given	us	to	lift	up	
the	last,	the	lowest	and	the	least	around	us.	
	

	
	

eople	in	ancient	Israel	and	Judah	had	a	very	limited	
concept	of	sin	and	grace.	For	many,	God	was	a	
distant	figure	–	one	who	had	little	patience	and	

almost	no	mercy.	There	were	real	and	lasting	
consequences	for	sin,	and	one	of	the	worst	was	leprosy.	It	
was	thought	to	be	a	consequence	of	sin,	and,	as	such,	
untreatable	–	and	the	sin	unforgiveable.	For	the	Jewish	
person	trying	to	keep	and	observe	all	the	laws	of	ritual	
purity,	touching	a	leper	could	make	you	unclean	and	bring	
upon	you	all	their	misfortunes.	

For	thousands	of	years	lepers	were,	for	all	intents	and	
purposes,	the	“walking	dead.”	Their	diagnosis	cut	them	off	
from	their	families	and	left	them	on	the	furthest	fringes	of	
society.	They	could	not	work	or	have	a	family;	they	were	
deprived	of	their	dignity,	and	treated	as	subhuman.	They	
had	to	stay	out	of	the	towns,	touch	no	one	but	other	lepers,	
leave	their	heads	uncovered	in	the	hot,	desert	sun,	and	ring	
a	bell	calling	out	“unclean,	unclean!”	to	deter	other	people	
from	making	contact	with	them,	even	by	accident.			

As	we	know,	Jesus	did	not	come	to	congratulate	the	
worldly,	the	wealthy	and	the	wise,	he	came	to	lift	up	the	
last,	the	lowest,	the	least,	the	lame,	and	even	the	lepers.	
Jesus	touches	the	man	in	today’s	Gospel	which,	given	the	
ritual	purity	laws	of	the	time,	is	something	he	should	never	
have	done,	and	in	that	moment,	two	miracles	occurred.	
The	man	has	his	humanity	restored	to	him	by	the	loving	
touch	of	Christ,	and	then	his	skin	is	healed.	

In	healing	the	leper,	we	see	a	miracle	not	unlike	the	
raising	of	Lazarus	from	the	dead.	Jesus	took	a	man,	as	good	
as	dead,	and	gave	him	his	life	back.	Isn’t	it	strange	that	
Jesus	does	not	want	this	man	to	tell	anyone	about	who	is	
responsible	for	his	good	fortune?	But	Jesus	has	his	reasons.	
He	wants	people	to	believe	in	him	because	of	faith,	not	
because	of	fame.			

Jesus	was	able	to	work	this	amazing	feat	for	this	
desperate	soul	because	he	did	everything	for	the	glory	of	
God,	as	Paul	suggested	in	the	second	reading.	He	is	not	
alone.	The	Church	has	raised	up	countless	saints	who	have	
imitated	the	selfless	love	of	Christ	in	working	with	the	sick,	
the	diseased	and	the	poor	–	chief	among	them	the	recently	
canonized	saints,	Mother	Teresa	of	Calcutta	and	Saint	
Damien,	the	Leper	Priest	of	Molokai.	Their	charity	was	not	
for	their	own	benefit,	but	that	others	may	be	saved.	That	is	
where	our	time,	talent	and	treasure	can	do	the	greatest	
good	–	when	we	use	all	that	God	has	given	us	to	lift	up	the	
last,	the	lowest	and	the	least	all	around	us.	

Mass Intentions 
Monday,	February	12	
	 7am	 Morgan	Murray	
Tuesday,	February	13	 	
	 9am	 Catherine	Trezza	(Living)	
Wednesday,	February	14	
	 7am	 Fred	Witt	
	 12pm	 Randy	Brooks	(Living)	
	 7pm	 Mary	Argondizza	
Thursday,	February	15	
	 9am	 Josephine	Collins	
Friday,	February	16	
	 12pm	 Helene	DelSordo	
Saturday,	February	17	
	 9am	 Hazel	Hinds	
	 5pm	 Lulu	Mills	
Sunday,	February	18	
	 7am	 Frank	&	Michaline	Oberc	
	 9am	 Donald	Rainone	
	 11am	 Apolonia	Chico	
	 5:30pm	 Morgan	Murray	
	
If	you	are	a	family	member	or	friend	of	the	person	being	
remembered	at	Sunday	Mass,	please	feel	free	to	approach	an	
usher	and	offer	to	bring	up	the	gifts.	
	

Pray for the Sick 
Terry	Zimmer,	Joan	Dagostino,	Kristen	Johnson,	Kathryn	
Olden,	Grant	Martin	Scruggs,	John	Allen,	Paula	Dugan,	
Tawny	Wamack,	Rex	Linnehan,	Randy	Brooks,	Robert	
dePoortere,	Ben	Aspero,		and	all	those	listed	in	Our	Lady’s	
Chapel	prayer	book	of	intentions.	
	

Collection 
Last	Weekend	Collection:		$15,234.00*	
*Included	in	this	number	is	Faith	Direct,	electronic	giving.	The	
weekly	average	for	electronic	giving	is	$5,476.00.	For	an	easier	
more	consistent	way	of	supporting	Christ	the	King,	please	
consider	using	Faith	Direct	at	www.faithdirect.net.		Our	parish	
code	is	NJ658.		
	
Second Collection Next Weekend 
Next	weekend	is	the	annual	second	collection	for	
European	Relief.			
	

Baptism 
This	weekend	we	welcome	into	the	Church	through	the	
waters	of	Baptism	Oliver	Herbert	Lima,	son	of	Yolexis	Lima	
and	Maura	(Nee	Dunn).	
	

Communion for the Sick 
and Homebound 
Eucharistic	Ministers	are	available	to	visit	and	bring	Holy	
Communion	to	anyone	who	is	sick	or	homebound.		If	you,	
or	someone	you	know,	would	like	would	like	to	be	visited	
by	a	Eucharistic	Minister,	please	call	the	parish	office.	
	

P	
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Saint of the Week 
February	13	|	Brother	Lawrence	of	the	Resurrection	
	

ery	little	is	
known	of	
Brother	

Lawrence	but	he	left	a	
very	important	legacy	
in	the	Catholic	Church	
by	his	deep	union	with	
God.		Lawrence	was	
born	in	France	in	
1611	and	served	in	
the	army	in	the	
Hundred	Years’	War.		
From	his	early	life	he	
seems	to	have	had	a	
sense	of	the	
Providence	of	God	and	
tried	to	live	in	the	
consciousness	of	God.	

Lawrence	joined	the	Carmelites	in	Paris	as	a	lay	
brother.		For	forty	years	he	worked	in	the	kitchen	in	the	
monastery,	doing	ordinary	tasks	which	many	would	
consider	mundane.	When	a	cardinal	visited	the	monastery,	
a	Church	official	who	accompanied	him	had	some	in-depth	
conversations	with	Brother	Lawrence,	and	was	astounded	
at	the	deep	spirituality	and	wisdom	he	possessed.		These	
conversations	and	several	letters	were	later	written	down	
and	published	as	The	Practice	of	the	Presence	of	God.		In	
this	little	book,	Lawrence	shares	his	secret	of	living	in	the	
continual	awareness	of	God’s	presence	and	conversing	
with	Him	all	day	long.	

The	wisdom	and	teaching	of	Brother	Lawrence	show	
us	that	no	matter	what	activities	we	are	engaged	in,	we	can	
converse	with	God	and	live	in	His	presence.		The	wisdom	
shared	in	this	best-selling	book	reveals	how	a	humble	lay	
brother	who	worked	in	the	kitchen	his	whole	life	became	a	
great	spiritual	master.		Centuries	before	St.	Therese	of	
Lisieux,	he	lived	by	the	same	spiritual	foundation:		“God	
regards	not	the	greatness	of	the	work,	but	the	love	with	
which	it	is	performed.”			

Brother	Lawrence	died	in	1691	at	the	age	of	80.	
	
Brother	Lawrence	of	the	Resurrection,	pray	for	us	to	have	
the	grace	to	cultivate	a	continual	awareness	of	the	presence	
of	God.		
	
	

40 Days for Life… 
	
Prayer	and	Fasting,	Peaceful	Vigil,	and	Community	
Outreach.		Join	Morris	County	Right	to	Life	at:		
	
Planned	Parenthood	
196	Speedwell	Avenue,	Morristown	
7am	to	7pm	seven	days	a	week.	
	
Begins	February	14	and	ends	March	25.	
	

Diocese of Paterson 
Office of The Bishop 
February 2018 
	

Dear	Friends	in	Christ,	
	
This	month,	parishes	in	

our	Diocese	will	take	up	a	
collection	for	the	Church	in	
Central	and	Eastern	Europe.	
The	collection	offers	a	way	for	
us	to	stand	in	solidarity	with	
those	who	experienced	
decades	of	Soviet	control	and	
who	continue	to	feel	the	effects	of	poverty,	infrequent	
pastoral	care	and	a	lack	of	buildings	in	which	the	faithful	
can	worship.	

	
This	collection	provides	grants	that	focus	on	training	

seminarians	and	lay	leaders,	supporting	social	service	
programs,	youth	ministry,	catechetical	centers,	schools,	
church	construction	and	evangelization.	Teaching	the	
Catholic	faith	to	generations	who	lived	under	Communist	
rule	is	vitally	important.	Your	participation	in	the	
Collection	for	the	Church	in	Central	and	Eastern	Europe	
brings	hope	to	many	and	unites	us	with	our	brothers	and	
sisters	in	Christ.	

	
Please	be	as	generous	as	possible	when	this	collection	

is	taken	up	in	your	parish.	
	
Faithfully	yours	in	Christ,	
	
	
	

	
Most	Reverend	Arthur	J.	Serratelli,	S.T.D.,	S.S.L.,	D.D.	
Bishop	of	Paterson	
	
	

Pizza Night with Bishop 
	

	
	
Tuesday,	February	27	–	7	to	9pm	
Pope	John	XXIII	H.S.,	Sparta	
	
If	you	are	a	young	man	in	high	school	or	college,	or	even	
older,	come	join	Bishop	Serratelli	and	priests	from	the	
Diocese	of	Paterson	for	adoration,	reflection,	
fellowship...and	of	course,	pizza.	For	more	information,	
please	contact	the	Vocation	Office	at	
973-777-8818,	ext	711	
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