Religious Education

Saint of the Week
January 6 | St. André Bessette

Kindergarten Religious Education
(Monthly Sunday)
January 7, 10am – 10:45am – PLC Library

Family-Based Religious Education
Thursday Session January 4
4 to 6pm – In the Parish Hall
Friday Session January 5
6 to 8pm – In the Parish Hall
Pizza will be served for both sessions at 5:45pm

Junior High Religious Education
(Grades 5, 6, 7 & 8)
Student Sessions
Sunday January 7 & 21, 6:30pm – 8:00pm,

First Communion Preparation Liturgy
Sunday, January 7 – 9am Mass

GRADES 1-5 Learning Session
Wednesday, January 10
4 to 5pm – Parish Life Center

Book of the Month
The next meeting of the Book of the
Month will take place on January 9
at 10am in the Parish Life Center
Library. The book to be discussed is
“I Will Have Vengence; The Winter of
Commisario Ricciardi”, by Maurizio
de Giovanni.
All are welcome!

Communion for the Sick
and Homebound
Eucharistic Ministers are available to visit and bring Holy
Communion to anyone who is sick or homebound. If you,
or someone you know, would like would like to be visited
by a Eucharistic Minister, please call the parish office.

S

t. André Bessette is the first saint of the Congregation
of Holy Cross, and one of our most recent saints,
canonized in 2010 by Pope Benedict. His life story is
a perfect example of how God can use the most unlikely
souls for His Divine purposes.
Alfred Bessette was born on August 9, 1845 in Canada
and lived in Montreal nearly all of his life. He was one of
ten children, orphaned at the age of 12. Because of his
chronic stomach ailments, he could not keep any job for
long. In desperation, he begged to be admitted to the
Congregation of Holy Cross, and eventually made vows as a
lay brother. He was assigned as the doorkeeper of a school
and soon people began to flock to him for advice and
prayer. Brother André had a tremendous devotion to St.
Joseph and he urged people to pray to Joseph for every
need. He rubbed the sick with oil from a lamp burning in
St. Joseph’s honor and hundreds of miraculous healings
began to be reported. André attributed everything to
Joseph and not himself. So many people used to come to
see André that his superiors had to move him out of the
boys’ school and he found space in a railway station to
receive the sick and pray over them.
In 1904 Brother André requested permission of the
bishop of Montreal to build a shrine to St. Joseph behind
the school. The bishop told him he was unable to assume
any debt, but that André could build a shrine using the
donations he collected. Brother André began to save the
nickels and dimes he charged the boys in the school for
their haircuts. He kept a little dish with a sign “Donations
for St. Joseph” near his statue, and the money slowly began
to come in. As the donations continued over the years,
Brother André kept adding to the structure – walls, a roof,
heat, and a paved road. Eventually he actually started to
build a basilica, and at age 90 he was carried up the
mountain to see his famous statue of St. Joseph enshrined
there, but he never lived to see its completion. Today two
million visitors a year flock to the Oratory of St. Joseph in
Montreal and abandoned crutches fill the side chapels as
proof of many healings.
Toward the end of his life his four secretaries received
over 80,000 letters a year. When Brother André died at
the age of 91, a million people filed past his coffin! This
humble, uneducated brother always gave credit for
everything to “good St. Joseph.”
Dear St. André Bessette, pray for us, that we may always rely
on good St. Joseph for our needs.

Meetings & Happenings
Tuesday, January 2
7pm RCIA Session
Thursday, January 4
9:30am Bible 101
4pm Family Based RE
Friday, January 5
10:30am Bible Study
6pm Family Based RE
Saturday, January 6
9:30am Reconciliation
Sunday, January 7
9am Sacramental Preparation Mass
10am Kindergarten RE
6:30pm Jr. High RE

Christmas Concert

O

ur 7th Annual Christmas Concert happened during
the weekend of December 2-3. One more time we
joined forces with St. Patrick choir to start the
Advent and Christmas seasons. This year's theme was
"Peace to the World" with a repertoire of carols from
around the world. Our choir members sang in several
different languages, styles and rhythms to a standing
room audience – the most attended Christmas Concert
ever. Thank you to all who shared with us this moment of
celebration and peace. I hope to see you next year!

To see more pictures, go to our parish Facebook page at
www.facebook.com/ctknj

Dinner Dance 2017

On Friday, November 17, the parish had another Dinner
Dance for our parishioners to enjoy an evening of good
food, good music and great company! Here are a few of the
pictures that captured the joy at this wonderful event!

Interfaith Food Pantry
Next weekend is our
monthly collection of
food/donations to
benefit the Interfaith
Food Pantry. Thanks for
your continued support
of this vital ministry. If
you prefer to contribute
a monetary donation, please make your check payable to
the Interfaith Food Pantry.

How Silently, How Silently
By Sr. Mary Joseph

I

n the Christmas carol “O Little Town of Bethlehem”
verse 3 reads: “How silently, how silently the
wondrous gift is given.” I have found at various
unexpected moments in my life – usually in silence - that I
suddenly and without warning feel the touch of the Divine.
I may receive the sudden answer to a prayer, realize an
insight, feel extraordinary peace, determine an inspiration
to do a good deed, or just feel very much loved by God.
There is no fanfare, no tap on the shoulder, no chirp from
my phone. It is silently given. This is God, the Unassuming
One, the One who comes as Bread, merging into my life in
an instance. It is a moment of the Kingdom
coming…silently, silently.
At the Incarnation on that first Christmas, angels were
sent to the shepherds to do the first announcing. They
were needed as heralds, for the Infant would not announce
Himself. That was and still is not His style. The shepherds
listened to the message and acted on it, hurrying to the
stable for their own profound experience. The Magi had a
silent star to follow. Countless miles they traveled through
bleak and quiet deserts, following the beaming but silent
Light that stirred their hearts to risk it all.
Jesus calls us to find some moments of stillness during
these hectic days. Impossible? Let’s try to be creative and
grasp the few we are given….in the shower, in the car,
walking on the street or from place to place at work, five
minutes in Church before or after Mass. Keep the ear buds
out, the phone in another room, the music off. Tune in to
the magic of the Presence. “How silently, how silently the
wondrous gift is given.”
May the Gift and Magic of Jesus’ birth be the Present
that fills your life! Merry Christmas!
Please share your comments and experiences with me:
srmaryjoseph@churchofchristtheking.org

