24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Jesus call us to forgive others as we have
been forgiven.

M

ost of us live with some form of financial debt these
days. It might be the mortgage or the car payment.
Perhaps there are student loans that paid for our
education. We’re used to debt and we’re used to getting
statements reminding us to pay our debts. Of course, one
of the great fears we have is that there may be
circumstances in which we’re not able to pay what we
owe.
Imagine, then, going to your mailbox and getting a
note telling you that all your debts have been paid. In fact,
they have been paid in full. My guess is that our first
reaction would be, “Wow!” And then, after a few moments,
being the wise and worldly people that we are, we might
wonder, “So, where’s the catch?”
Think about that in light of today’s Gospel, in which
the servant’s huge, un-payable debt is kindly and fully
forgiven by the king. While the servant seems to leave with
a sense of relief, what he does not clearly understand is
that there is a catch to all this. He, the servant, must forgive
the debts of others, as he, the servant, has been forgiven by
the gracious king. And that’s the catch for all of us:
realizing that in his great mercy. God has forgiven our sins,
and thus we are called to be a people of forgiveness to
others.
I know it can be uncomfortable to focus on our
sinfulness. We know it’s there, but we much prefer to focus
on the good in ourselves. Yet every now and again, we
have to stop and think about the reality that we do, in fact,
sin. At the very beginning of the Mass, we acknowledge
this reality as we ask for God’s mercy and forgiveness in
the Penitential Rite. We realize that Jesus’ mercy is
amazing, and in that realization, we come to know not only
that we are forgiven, but that we must be generous in
forgiving others.
In today’s Gospel, we hear Jesus speak about the
breadth of the forgiveness we are called to offer. We are
called to forgive not just once and not just seven times. We
are called to forgive seventy-seven times – we are called to
forgive overwhelmingly, just as the king forgives the
servant in the parable, just as God forgives each of us.
Jesus leads the way in this, forgiving the woman
caught in adultery, forgiving Thomas in his doubting and
forgiving Peter for denying him three times. Jesus forgives
us. How different would our world be if we practiced this
kind of forgiveness constantly?
The Eucharist we celebrate today is the first
sacrament of forgiveness. In it we acknowledge our debts
and through it we receive the Lord’s own gift of
forgiveness. In the Eucharist, we come to know we are
forgiven so we can go out into the world and be generous
in loving and forgiving others.

Mass Intentions
Monday, September 18
7am Frank & Michalina Oberc
Tuesday, September 19
9am Nicholas Marinaro
Wednesday, September 20
7am Liam Hearne
Thursday, September 21
9am Stanley Borant
Friday, September 22
7am James Maguire
Saturday, September 23
9am Margaret Feledy
5pm Agatha Alai
Sunday, September 24
7am Dorothy Capone
9am James Maguire
11am Dorsey Thebault
5:30pm John Dyon
If you are a family member or friend of the person being
remembered at Sunday Mass, please feel free to approach an
usher and offer to bring up the gifts.

Pray for the Sick
Terry Zimmer, Joan Dagostino, Kristen Johnson, Kathryn
Olden, Grant Martin Scruggs, John Allen, Paula Dugan,
Erika Faust and all those listed in Our Lady’s Chapel prayer
book of intentions.

Collection

Last weekend’s collection: $15,284.00*
*Included in this number is Faith Direct, electronic giving.
The weekly average for electronic giving is $5,476.00. For
an easier more consistent way of supporting Christ the
King, please consider using Faith Direct at
www.faithdirect.net. Our parish code is NJ658.

Second Collection Next Week
Next weekend is our annual second collection to support
the Little Sisters of the Poor. Your generosity is greatly
appreciated.

Hurricane Relief – Special Collection
Bishop Serratelli has asked all parishes to take up a special
second collection, for the victims of the recent hurricanes,
on September 30 & October 1.

Baptisms
This weekend we welcome into the Church through the
waters of Baptism August James Crystal, son of Matthew
and Emily (Nee Simon).

Youth Lectors
Children in grades 3 to 8 who wish to become Youth
Lectors should contact Mary Bentzlin at (973) 971-9926 or
mary.bentzlin@yahoo.com.

Religious Education

2017 Bishop’s Annual Appeal
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• Family-Based Religious Education
Thursday Session – September 21
4 to 6pm – In the Parish Hall
Friday Session – September 22
6 to 8pm – In the Parish Hall
Pizza will be served for both sessions at 5:45pm

• Kindergarten Religious Education
(Monthly Sunday)
First Session – October 1, 10 – 10:45am – PLC Library

• Junior High Religious Education
(Grades 5, 6, 7 & 8)
First Student Session – Sunday October 1, 6:30 – 8pm

or your convenience,
you are able to make
an on-line gift to the 2017
Bishop’s Annual Appeal by
going to
www.2017appeal.org and
following the instructions.
You can either make a onetime gift or a pledge with
monthly payments made
automatically for your
convenience. More and more parishioners are taking
advantage of this option, so please consider using this
method today.
Whether it is a pledge, a one-time gift, or an on-line
donation, your support is greatly needed. Every gift
counts! Please participate in the 2017 Appeal!

Breakfast Club | Save the Date

First Parent & Student Session
October 15, 6:30 – 8pm

All sessions will gather in the Parish Hall. We encourage families to
attend the 5:30pm Sunday Evening Mass.

We ask that you return your registration form to the
parish office ASAP so that your child will have the
appropriate materials for his/her first day of
instruction. If you are new to our Religious Education
program and have not yet registered please contact Erin at
973-539-4955 ext. 22 or erin@chuchofchristtheking.org.

The first Breakfast Club of this year will be on
Tuesday, September 19 after the 9am Mass.

Youth Ministry

• First Reconciliation &
First Eucharist Registration
Sacrament preparation began at individual informal child
& parent meetings. If you did NOT attend a meeting please
contact Erin at 973-539-4955 ext. 22 or
erin@chuchofchristtheking.org.
Preparation for First Reconciliation and First Eucharist is
separate from your family’s participation in our Family
Based Religious Education program.
If you are new to the Parish and have a child who will be in
Second grade this September please phone Erin at 973539-4955 ext. 22 or erin@chuchofchristtheking.org.
Please note that the diocese asks that all children have two
years of Religious Education prior to the reception of First
Reconciliation and First Eucharist.

• First Communion Preparation Liturgy

• Youth Ministry Registration is open! Forms have been
emailed home to all 9th & 10th grade families. Please get
your forms in ASAP! If you did not receive a form please
email christa@churchofchristtheking.org.
• Attention ALL COLLEGE STUDENTS! Please send an
email to christa@churchofchristtheking.org with your
college address as soon as it is made available to you…
just because you are away from home, doesn’t mean we
forget about you. ☺
• Calling all Juniors & Seniors!
RETREAT TEAM APPLICATIONS can be found online at
www.churchofchristtheking.org/youthministry! If you
are interested in being a retreat leader, please complete
the application and send it Christa ASAP.
Application deadline is September 1.

Sunday, October 1 – 9am Mass

Mark your calendars

First Reconciliation Activity Books are due. Children will meet with
Erin in St. Joseph’s Chapel at 8:45am in preparation of the Liturgy.

Rock Retreat (9th Grade) | Saturday, November 4
Antioch Retreat (10th Grade) | January 12, 13, 14
Confirmation (10th Grade Students) | May 8 at 7pm

Religious Education
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Women of Grace®

Ladies 18 years of age and older are welcome to join our
parish Women of Grace® group. We will begin meeting on
Monday, September 25 in the Parish Center Library.
Choose either the morning session at 10am or the evening
session at 7pm. This nationwide study group is designed
to assist women to pursue their true feminine vocation as
together we study the Catholic faith, Scripture, the saints,
and the Catechism of the Catholic Church. To register,
contact Sister Mary Joseph at the parish office or email:
srmaryjoseph@churchofchristtheking.org.

Silver and Gold Wedding
Anniversary Mass
Couples, were you married in 1967 or 1992? You are
warmly invited to celebrate your 25th or 50th Wedding
Anniversary with the Church of Paterson. Bishop Serratelli
will be the main celebrant at Mass at The Cathedral of St.
John the Baptist in Paterson.
Sunday, November 5, 2017 at 4pm.
Arrangements can be made by contacting the parish office.
Registrations will be accepted through Tuesday, October
17, 2017. Information will be sent from the Office of Family
Life once your registration has been processed.
Congratulations on this joyous occasion!

Sisters of Christian Charity
Golf Outing

The Sisters of Christian Charity will be holding their
Fourth Annual Golf Outing at Cedar Hill Golf and Country
Club in Livingston, New Jersey on Thursday, September
28. Registrations begin at 10am, at which time the practice
range will also open and brunch will be served.
Sponsorship opportunities and combination packages are
also available. For more information, please visit
www.scceast.org, or contact Casey Dolan, Associate
Director of Mission Advancement via email at
Dev.director@scceast.org, or call 973-543-6528, ext. 313.

Communion for the Sick and
Homebound
Eucharistic Ministers are
available to visit and bring
Holy Communion to anyone
who is sick or homebound. If
you, or someone you know,
would like to be visited by a
Eucharistic Minister, please call
the parish office.

Family Promise

Pilgrimage to National Shrine
Diocese of Paterson Marian Pilgrimage The Basilica of the
National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception

Our family promise ministry
is looking for volunteers to make a difference.
There is still time to sign up for the Pilgrimage on October
21. The day will include Holy Mass with Bishop Serratelli,
Confessions in Crypt Church, Catechetical Presentations,
Rosary (multi-lingual), Devotional Time, Divine Mercy, and
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament.
For information please contact Fr. Artur:
frartur@churchofchristtheking.com.

Daily Reading
Find Today’s Readings at www.bit.ly/2gGKsiU

We’re creating 4 ‘teams’ to feed our homeless families.
Each team will volunteer once a year to share in the
facilitation of a dinner, breakfast and overnight shift.
Breaking bread and guest interaction are part of the
experience.
We serve up to 15 guests including single women,
mothers, fathers and their children at the Presbyterian
Church of Chatham Township. This makes our ministry
intimate and engaging.
Please consider this unique opportunity to reach our
brothers and sisters in a simple, yet impactful way.
For more information contact Britta Gangemi
973.493.0184 or brittagangemi@gmail.com.

Meetings & Happenings
Tuesday, September 19
9:30am Breakfast Club
7pm RCIA Session
7:30pm Adult Choir
Wednesday, September 20
7am New Day Bereavement Group
Thursday, September 21
9:30am Bible 101
4pm Family Based Religious Education
Friday, September 22
10:30am Bible Study
6pm Family Based Religious Education
Saturday, September 23
9:30am Reconciliation

Saint of the Week
September 23, St. Padre Pio

P

adre Pio was born Francesco
Forgione on May 25, 1887 in
Italy. His family was very
religious, and at the age of 5
Francesco knew he wanted to
devote his life to God. From an
early age he could see guardian
angels, and never thought it
unusual because he presumed
everyone else saw them, too.
At the age of 15 Francesco
entered the Capuchin Friary and
became Brother Pio. He suffered from ill health and was
sent home to his family. Eventually he completed his
studies and was ordained a priest in 1910. He continued
to suffer from poor health throughout his life.
In 1915 while he was hearing confessions, Padre Pio
felt pain in his hands and feet and soon the stigmata
(wounds of Jesus) appeared. These wounds continued to
bleed throughout his life but never got infected. The
wounds smelled of perfume or flowers. He was examined
by physicians multiple times throughout his life and the
conclusion was reached that the wounds were not faked.
The stigmata remained with him until his death, at which
time the wounds disappeared, with no scars remaining.
Throughout his life, Padre Pio gave evidence of
supernatural gifts. He could read the hearts of penitents
and knew when someone was holding back from
confessing a particular sin. He was reported to have
performed miracles, and he was seen levitating while at
prayer. All of these occurrences embarrassed him. In
1947 he was visited by Fr. Karol Wojtyla, who made the
prediction that the priest would rise to the highest level in
the Church. Fr. Karol later became Pope John Paul II, who
canonized Padre Pio in 2002.
Padre Pio died in 1968 and over 100,000 people
attended his funeral. He is the patron saint of adolescents
and civil defense volunteers.
St. Padre Pio, pray for us to live in simplicity, open to the
graces that God desires for us.

Support Group for the Divorced
and Separated
Surviving divorce fall 2017 registration is now open!
Are you separated or divorced? Do you know someone
who is? The Divorced and Separated Ministry of the
Church of the Little Flower in Berkeley Heights is offering
a twelve week support group designed to provide comfort
and healing before, during, and after the divorce process.
The group will meet on Wednesdays, 7:30 PM to 9:00 PM
starting September 20 through December 13 in the Parish
Center School building.
The program features video presentations from The
Catholic’s Divorce Survival Guide followed by discussion.
Some of the topics covered are: Finding Strength and Help,
Getting Through Your Anger, Learning to Forgive,
Handling Money Wisely, and Relearning How to Date. The
group is open to all denominations. Registration is
required.
For more information and to register, please see the
church’s website lfbhnj.org, contact
divorceministry.lf@gmail.com or call the church office at
908-464-1585.

CTK Library
Our parish library is a lovely and well-used room for many
groups who regularly meet there. The atmosphere is cozy
and welcoming. Besides the ambience, don’t forget the
shelves of excellent resources and enjoyable books that are
there for the taking!
If you are looking for Bible commentaries, the Catholic
Catechism, lives of the saints, or books to nourish your
spiritual life, this is the place to visit. Are you interested in
parish life around the country, or the state of Catholicism
in America? How about real-life stories of Maryknoll
missionaries? Perhaps you would like a DVD about Mother
Teresa or Pope John Paul II. Maybe some children’s books
for bedtime stories, or a good biography. Our parish
library has all of these and more.
Please feel free to stop in for some quiet time in this oasis
in the Parish Life Center. You are welcome to check out
books and movies, or read quietly on the premises. We
would also welcome donations of new biographies, books
for children and spiritual books by contemporary spiritual
authors.

Bayle-Ellard Alumini Day
Saturday, October 14, 2017 - 10am - 3pm
at Saint Paul Inside the Walls at Bayley-Ellard
205 Madison Avenue, Madison, NJ 07940
St. Paul Inside the Walls has designated the 2nd Saturday
in October every year as Bayley-Ellard alumni day. Come
tour the restored mansion and Alumni Hall, walk around
the beautiful grounds, bring a picnic lunch, meet with
friends, etc. This is a free event and b.y.o. food and drink if
you wish.

Women of Grace®

Sisters of Christian Charity
Golf Outing
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Family Promise

Pilgrimage to National Shrine
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