Daily Reading
Monday, June 5
Tb 1:3, 2:1b-8; Mk 12:1-12
Tuesday, June 6
Tb 2:9-14; Mk 12:13-17
Wednesday, June 7
Tb 3:1-11a , 16-17a; Mk 12:18-27
Thursday, June 8
Tb 6:10-11, 7:1bcde, 9-17, 8:4-9a;
Mk 12:28-34
Friday, June 9
Tb 11:5-17; Mk 12:35-37
Saturday, June 10
Tb 12:1, 5-15, 20; Mk 12:38-44
Sunday, June 11
Ex 34:4b-6, 8-9; 2 Cor 13:11-13; Jn 3:16-18

Collection

Last weekend’s collection:
$11,939.00*
*Included in this number is Faith Direct,
electronic giving. The weekly average for
electronic giving is $5,476.00. For an easier
more consistent way of supporting Christ the
King, please consider using Faith Direct at
www.faithdirect.net. Our parish code is NJ658.

Second Collection Next Week
Next weekend is our monthly second
collection for Project Faith, our Diocesan
Assessment. Your generosity in helping us
meet this obligation is greatly appreciated.

Take 5

We have much to be thankful for, and songs
of praise and thanksgiving are one of the
best ways to express our gratitude,
especially during our liturgies. This week
our Music Ministry offers a communion
meditation called “Sing of the Lord’s
Goodness”, a song that is not only a
wonderful and uplifting song of praise, but it
is distinctly memorable for its unique
rhythm pattern of five beats per measure.
For any who are fans of the noted jazz
musician, Dave Brubeck, this piece will be a
strong reminder of his most popular and
well-known composition, “Take Five.” The
four-hand piano accompaniment adds an
extra dimension to the song. Thanks to
Susan Barba, Christine Anderson, Matthew
Peacock and George Barry for the vocals,
and thanks to Livia Galante for the extra
hands on the piano.

Pentecost Sunday

The Church was born on the first Pentecost, and is
reborn every time we are renewed in the Spirit of
Pentecost.

T

he Jewish people celebrated Pentecost for centuries before it
became the feast of the descent of the Holy Spirit. It was a
celebration of the fiftieth day of Passover, a feast requiring every Jewish
man, woman and child to come to the Temple at Jerusalem. This
explains the large crowd present there fifty days after Jesus rose from
the dead. They used this time to commemorate the giving of the Ten
Commandments of the Law to Moses on top of Mount Sinai, where God
revealed himself in wind and fire – the same way God reveals his Spirit
at Pentecost.
In John’s Gospel, Jesus appears in the Upper Room on that first
Easter night, breathing his spirit on his Apostles and saying, Peace be
with you. In that moment, Jesus takes away their fears that his body
may have been stolen, and he assures them that he is both risen and
glorified. This event draws our minds back to the book of Genesis (2:7)
where God created Adam, but he did not have life until God breathed
his Spirit into his nostrils. In the Upper Room, the Apostles had long
since been charged with the task of preaching and building God’s
kingdom, but they did not have the capability of fulfilling this mission
until Jesus breathed his God-given power upon them.
Just as God created Adam and gave him life, so too, Christ, who is
God, created the Church and gives her the Spirit who guides her and
protects her. Adam was created to know, love and serve God. He
disobeyed and became a mere mortal. The Church was instituted by
God to help all human beings to pick up where Adam left off – to make
God known, loved and served by all. In as much as she obeys this great
commission, the Church leads us back to immortality. In our creed, we
profess faith in “the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life.” Life is what
the Spirit has given to the Church, and through baptism and
confirmation, this same gift is given to all who believe.
At Pentecost, God comes to us as Spirit, calling all people to a new
way of life. Hundreds of new disciples began that day to live according
to the Spirit of God – living in charity, joy, peace, patience, goodness,
faith, mildness and temperance.
Jesus said at Easter, As the Father has sent me, so I send you (Jn.
20:21). In word, wind and fire, as in the body and blood, Jesus gives us
his Spirit once again, renewing in us that same command he once gave
to his first disciples – that we go out to all the world and make disciples.
Today, we say with believers throughout time, Veni, Sancte Spiritus,
Come, Holy Spirit – come into our hearts, come into our parishes, come
into our homes, and renew the face of the earth.

