Meetings & Happenings

Sunday, March 19
6:30pm Jr. High RE
Monday, March 20
10am Women of Grace
7pm Women of Grace
7pm Welcome Home (Reconciliation)
Tuesday, March 21
9:30am Senior Breakfast
7pm Adult Choir
Wednesday, March 22
10am New Day Bereavement Group
7pm Lectio Divina
Thursday, March 23
9:30am Bible 101
11am Harding Seniors
Friday, March 24
10:30am Bible Study
12pm Daily Mass/Stations of the Cross
Sunday, March 26
6:30pm Appalachia Information Meeting

Mass Intentions

Monday, March 20
7am Richard Burian
Tuesday, March 21
9am Janet Barrett
Wednesday, March 22
7am Joseph & Jayne Byrne
Thursday, March 23
9am Gloria De Angelis
Friday, March 24
12pm Fred Witt
Saturday, March 25
9am Helene DelSordo
5pm Bob Emmens
Sunday, March 26
7am Rev. Charles Greico
9am John McCabe
11am Marjorie Prendergast
5:30pm Patricia Kearns

Pray for the Sick

Frank Alai, Terry Zimmer, Joan Dagostino,
Jerry Trent, Kristen Johnson, Kathryn Olden,
Christopher Drzala, Grant Martin Scruggs,
Anne Galdieri, John Allen, Debbie Caldwell,
Paula Dugan, and all those listed in Our
Lady’s Chapel prayer book of intentions.

Pray for the Deceased
Alice Bossert, Jim Tierney

The Sanctuary Lamp burns this week in
memory of John McCabe at the request of
Bob and Debra Conte.

3rd Sunday of Lent

Salvation – or a share in the eternal life of God – is
not earned but is pure gift from God.

P

ossibly no other part of Scripture has caused more dispute among
Christians than the meaning of Paul’s Letter to the Romans. To
many it is the text that gave rise to the reformation. So what does Paul
mean when he writes: Since we have been justified by faith, we have
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ? And why has the Church
chosen it for us today? What does it mean to be justified? From the
start, it has been held by the Church that salvation is not something that
we can ever achieve or earn on our own. It is always God’s gift.
If we accept this, then what role do we play in our salvation? Are
we just puppets, with God pulling our strings? Are we able to sit back
and rest on our spiritual laurels? Do our life choices, our good works or
our commitment to the Gospel make a difference? For some, this idea
that has all been decided ahead of time might sound attractive. If it has,
then why worry? Why be faithful, honest or just in this life? Indeed, the
litany of our own personal and communal sins becomes irrelevant if we
simply think that God has already decided beforehand.
But Paul doesn’t stop with telling us that we have been justified, he
goes on to say that we now have hope and access to God’s grace.
Because we have been justified, we can boast in hope of God’s glory
because the love of God has been poured out into our hearts, and makes
us capable of more than just blind obedience or the bare minimum. In
other words, Paul tells us that God is on our side revealing his mercy
and forgiveness that pours forth like living water – purifying, cleansing
and renewing the heart that desires life with him.
It is this image of mercy flowing like water that is central to today’s
Gospel. In an encounter that is full of symbolism and meaning, the
Samaritan woman meets the One who reveals God’s mercy to all. In the
brokenness of her past, this woman is isolated and separated from her
community. But in her encounter with Jesus, she goes from suspicious
outsider, full of doubts and misunderstandings, to spiritual seeker, and
finally becomes an evangelist ready to share the news of her renewal.
Key to this change is her use of titles. First Jesus is a Jew, then Sir,
then a prophet and finally the Christ. For her, it was a mini RCIA
journey as the offer of living water slowly soaks into her very being,
renewing her and finally changing her. How quickly this outsider
becomes an insider, perhaps not to her community but certainly to the
truth of the kingdom.
Lent invites us to seek God’s mercy, too. And just as we seek God,
we come to know that God is also seeking us, taking the initiative so
that we each might lead lives that are justified by him. This offer of
living water is given to us today; let us drink freely of this life-giving
and refreshing gift.

