The Epiphany of the Lord

Daily Readings
Monday, January 9
Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Acts 10:34-38; Mt 3:13-17
Tuesday, January 10
Heb 2:5-12; Mk 1:21-28
Wednesday, January 11
Heb 2:14-18; Mk 1:29-39
Thursday, January 12
Heb 3:7-14; Mk 1:40-45
Friday, January 13
Heb 4:1-5, 11; Mk 2:1-12
Saturday, January 14
Heb 4:12-16; Mk 2:13-17
Sunday, January 15
Is 49:3, 5-6; 1 Cor 1:1-3; Jn 1:29-34

O

n this Epiphany, we come to know the Christ Child as a king and as one
who will be martyred – a Savior for the Gentiles, a friend of sinners
and the hope of our salvation.
An epiphany is an event where something hidden is revealed. In this
case, lying in the manger in Bethlehem, God reveals his Son in the flesh – as
a priest, a king, one who is to die, and who will become a Savior for all
people, including the Gentiles.
The sixtieth chapter of the Book of the Prophet Isaiah details the
rededication of the Temple at Jerusalem following the exile to Assyria.
Having been plunged into the darkness of slavery for the better part of a
century, the Israelites now rejoice because Your light has come, the glory of
the Lord shines upon you. Here, more than seven centuries before the
coming of the Christ, we learn of events that will occur when he is born.
Kings will come from great distances carrying gifts of gold and
frankincense.
Saint Paul’s letter to the Ephesians reinforces the notion that God’s
salvation was intended for all people, not just the chosen ones with whom
he made his covenant in the Hebrew Scriptures. Sounding strange coming
from the lips of Paul, a former Pharisee who would have had no love for
non-Pharisees, let alone people who were not Jewish – he now throws
open wide the doors to heaven to everyone, stating firmly that the Gentiles
are co-heirs, members of the same body, and co-partners in the promise.
What God intends for one, he offers to all.
In Matthew’s Gospel, the Magi follow the light of the star from the Far
East and Africa to arrive in Bethlehem. First, they stop at Herod’s palace in
Jerusalem, where they show no respect to his kingship. Instead, they ask
Herod, Where is the newborn king of the Jews? This question would have
caused great offense since Herod the Great traveled to Rome and, at great
expense, bribed the Roman Senate to give him that title. He felt he needed
to be named “King of the Jews” if he wanted to be king over the Jews since
he was not Jewish by blood. The Magi dismiss him and continue their
journey. Whereas they showed no respect for Herod in his royal court,
once they encounter the Christ Child they prostrate themselves, face down
on the smelly ground in a barn, so immediate is their recognition that they
are in the presence of greatness.
Then they open their treasures, two of which match perfectly with
Isaiah’s prophecy: gold for Jesus’ kingship, frankincense in recognition that
he is also a priest. The gift that stands out – the one that seems most
unlikely at this impromptu baby shower, is the myrrh. This is a burial
ointment, signifying that this child was born to give his life for others, as if
the crib and the cross were cut from the same tree. One is never far from
the other.

Collection

Christmas Collection to Date:
$116,668.00
January 1 collection:
$10,676.00*
**Included in this number is Faith Direct,
electronic giving. The weekly average for
electronic giving is $5,453.00. For an easier
more consistent way of supporting Christ the
King, please consider using Faith Direct at
www.faithdirect.net. Our parish code is NJ658. .

Second Collection Next Week
Next weekend is our annual collection for
the Retirement Fund for Religious.
Your generosity is greatly appreciated.

Retirement Fund
for Religious

Your donation works for aging religious. “I
read that roughly 95 percent of donations
to the Retirement Fund for Religious aid
senior religious,” a donor writes. “That’s
wonderful when we truly want our
donations to work.” Your gift works for
elderly religious by helping to furnish
medications, nursing care, and more. Please
support next week’s collection for the
Retirement Fund for Religious, and give to
those who have given a lifetime.

Weekly Baptisms

This last weekend we welcomed into the
Church through the waters of Baptism
Chloe Courter Durling, daughter of Chapin
and Amy (Nee Howard), and Louisa Adeline
Storz, daughter of Frederick and Meghan
(Nee Howard).

Meetings & Happenings
Sunday, January 8
9am Sacramental Preparation Mass
10am Kindergarten RE
10am Munchkin Sunday
6:30pm Jr. High RE
6:30pm Antioch Team Meeting
Monday, January 9
7pm Parent & Teen Gathering
Tuesday, January 10
10:30am Prayer Shawl Ministry
7:30pm Adult Choir
Thursday, January 12
9:30am Bible 101
11am Harding Seniors
Friday, January 13
All Day Antioch Retreat
10:30am Bible Study
Saturday, January 14
All Day Antioch Retreat
9:30am Reconciliation
5pm Mass
Sunday, January 15
All Day Antioch Retreat

Mass Intentions
Monday, January 9
7am Richard Simon
Tuesday, January 10
9am James E. Nugent
Wednesday, January 11
7am Mr. & Mrs. Robert Weppler
Thursday, January 12
9am Ralph Depp, Sr.
Friday, January 13
7am Richard Simon
Saturday, January 14
9am John Ratliff
5pm Anthony Mascia
Sunday, January 15
7am Seven Olig
9am Kevin J. O’Brien
11am Sheila Teschemacher &
Richard Simon
5:30pm Yves Salama

Pray for the Sick

Frank Alai, Terry Zimmer, Joan Dagostino,
Jerry Trent, Kristen Johnson, Kathryn
Olden, Msgr. Patrick Brown, Christopher
Drzala, Grant Martin Scruggs, Anne
Galdieri, John Allen, Debbie Caldwell, and
all those listed in Our Lady’s Chapel prayer
book of intentions.

Catholicism – The Pivotal Players
Bishop Robert Barron

A call to holiness through the inspiration of leading saints who not only
shaped the life of the Church, but changed the course of civilization.
Wednesday, January 18, 2017, 7 – 9pm
G.K. Chesterton
Wednesday, February 8, 2017, 7 – 9pm
John Henry Cardinal Newman
Both sessions will be held in the Parish Life Center. Pizza will be served.

Women of Grace
Meetings will resume for the
Women of Grace group on Monday,
January 23 at 10am and 7pm.
New women are welcome to register for this series of meetings. Please
contact Sister Mary Joseph to order the books
srmaryjoseph@churchofchristtheking.org or call 973-539-4955 x13.

Saint of the Week
St. Hilary of Poitiers – January 13

S

t. Hilary was born around 310 and died in 367. He was a married
man with a daughter before his conversion to Christianity, and
shortly after it he was unanimously elected bishop of Poitiers in France,
even against his will. Hilary was a well-educated man and a great
thinker. He sought to find out the truth about Christianity in a time
when the Arian heretics were wreaking havoc on the Church. Arians
claimed that Jesus was not really God. They spread their teachings by
using clever songs that people quickly learned. St. Athanasius fought
against the Arians and tried to dissuade them from their errors.
Because of his refusal to condemn Athanasius and to side with the
Arians, Hilary was exiled from France for four years, but continued to
lead his diocese from afar. Hilary wrote many works explaining the
truths of the faith and composed hymns as well. He was a great
defender of the Council of Nicaea, called to condemn the Arian heresy.
He is named as a pre-eminent theologian of the fourth century and his
teachings on Christology had a huge impact on the Church. In 1851 he
was declared a Doctor of the Church, which means he is not only a
canonized saint but his writings are canonized as well.
St. Hilary, intercede for us to continually seek the truth in a world that
strives to draw us away by many false gods. Lead us by your example to
speak up in defense of the faith.

