4th Sunday of Advent
I form the light, and create the darkness.

S

ometimes, God’s work in our lives seems obvious. You might be out for
a walk and bump into an old friend. The sun might shine on your
wedding day. Perhaps as a child you had a teacher who recognized certain
natural gifts in you and steered you into a fruitful career path. You might go
to the doctor about an ache or pain and find a way to prevent a more
serious illness.
Today’s readings describe how God reveals himself as Lord. In the
prophet Isaiah, we read about how God formed the light and created the
darkness as the designer and maker of the earth. God did not simply make
the beauty of the earth – he also set forth the rule of justice.
In the Gospel of Luke, the disciples of John the Baptist are sent to
discover whether Jesus is the one who is to come, the Messiah expected by
the Jewish people. Jesus responds by pointing to his works. The blind have
regained their sight, the lame walk and lepers are cleansed.
When God’s works are obvious, it may be easy to remain a faithful
Christian. Today is the feast of Saint John of the Cross, an important
reformer and mystic of sixteenth-century Spanish Catholicism. Although
John lived in poverty in his youth, he was able to receive a Christian
education and found his vocation to the priesthood as a Carmelite. Despite
the limitations of his family’s poverty, God guided his path.
After further education, John felt called to enter a more austere
religious order. Before he left the Carmelites, he met Saint Teresa of Ávila
and became her partner in reforming the community to a more strict
observance of their rule of life. God again guided his path and helped
connect the desires of his heart to opportunity in his own religious
community.
Once the reforms of the Carmelites got under way, however, John’s
path did not seem so clear. Some of the Carmelites rebelled against the
reforms and imprisoned him in a filthy cell. How could God allow such
darkness in John’s life?
Despite this darkness, John survived imprisonment, escaped, and
wrote some of his greatest poetry about the soul’s union with God. He
returned to his work of reforming the Carmelites and founded many new
monasteries. Saint John of the Cross was named a Doctor of the Church for
his poetic teachings about mystical union with God.
When we ponder God’s revelation in our lives, we often look for
obvious signs of his presence. But sometimes we are able to look back at
our life’s journey and see that the light shines brightest in the darkness.
Today, let us take a moment and reflect on how God has been with us in
good times and in bad, in well-being and in woe, and thank him for his
steadfast love.

Daily Readings
Monday, December 19
Jgs 13:2-7; 24-25a; Lk 1:5-25
Tuesday, December 20
Is 7:10-14; Lk 1:26-38
Wednesday, December 21
Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a; Lk 1:39-45
Thursday, December 22
1 Sm 1:24-28; Lk 1:36-56
Friday, December 23
Mal 3:1-4, 23-24; Lk 1:57-66
Saturday, December 24
Morning 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a; Lk 1:67-79
Vigil Is 62:1-5; Acts 13:16-17, 22-25;
Mt 1:1-25 or 1:18-25
Night Is 9:1-6; Ti 2:11-14; Lk 2:1-14
Sunday, December 25
Dawn Is 62:11-12; Ti 3:4-7; Lk 2:15-20
Day Is 52:7-10; Heb 1:1-6;
Jn 1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14

Collection

Last weekend’s collection:
$15,786.00*
*Included in this number is Faith Direct,
electronic giving. The weekly average for
electronic giving is $5,476.00. For an easier
more consistent way of supporting Christ the
King, please consider using Faith Direct at
www.faithdirect.net. Our parish code is NJ658.

Weekly Baptisms

This last weekend we welcomed into the
Church through the waters of Baptism
Hollis Kai Foley, son of Ryan and Emily (nee
Newman).

Christmas Liturgies
Eucharistic Ministers, Lectors
& Altar Servers
Thank you to all who have already
committed to serve our Parish this Holiday
season. Sign-up sheets are posted in the
Priest’s Sacristy. Please indicate your
availability to serve for the Christmas
liturgies.

Faith Direct
Faith Direct enables parishioners to make
your Church contributions through either
direct debit from your checking/savings
account or through your credit/debit card.
Visit www.faithdirect.net to enroll securely
online. Our parish code is NJ658.

Meetings & Happenings
Sunday, December 18
6:30pm Antioch Team Meeting
Monday, December 19
7pm Parent & Teen Gathering
Tuesday, December 20
10:30am Prayer Shawl Ministry
7:30pm Adult Choir
Friday, December 23
10:30am Bible Study
Saturday, December 24
9:30am Reconciliation
4, 6, 8pm Mass
11:30pm Carols & Songs of Christmas
Midnight Mass
Sunday, December 25
10am Mass
12noon Mass

Mass Intentions
Monday, December 19
7am Edward Pariock & Family (living)
Tuesday, December 20
9am Alice Benning
Wednesday, December 21
7am Margaret Sorrentino
Thursday, December 22
9am José Fabio Salus
Friday, December 23
7am Linda Finnegan
Saturday, December 24
4, 6, 8pm People of the Parish
midnight People of the Parish
Sunday, December 25
10am People of the Parish
12noon People of the Parish

Pray for the Sick

Frank Alai, Terry Zimmer, Joan Dagostino,
Jerry Trent, Cannon Sittig, Kristen Johnson,
Kathryn Olden, Msgr. Patrick Brown,
Christopher Drzala, Grant Martin Scruggs,
Anne Galdieri, John Allen, Debbie Caldwell,
Mary Louise O’Connor-Wilson, and all those
listed in Our Lady’s Chapel prayer book of
intentions.

Pray for the Deceased

Richard Simon, Husband of Susan Simon.
The Sanctuary Lamp burns this week in
memory of deceased member of the
Andrew Hurley at the request of the
Colquhoun family..

Diocese of Paterson
November 2016
Dear Father Sullivan,
I am deeply grateful to you, your Parish staff
and family for your generous support of the Tri
County Scholarship Fund and in particular for
your parish’s participation in and generous
contribution to this year’s TCSF’s 35th Annual
Awards Dinner. Several of your parishioners
made an additional personal donation to the
Fund; may I thank them through you.
In a very real way, Christ the King Parish can be called the cradle of Tri
County since its co founder is a parishioner and so many of the original
supporters came from the parish and even now remain among its most
generous friends. I know that your Parish community has a high regard
for the kind of education Tri County promotes and wants young people
to have available to them. These young people are helping to make the
world a better place and your parishioners are helping them to do so.
With best wishes for the Lord’s blessings on all you do to make your
community joyful witnesses to God’s merciful love, I remain.
Faithfully yours in Christ,

Most Reverend Frank J. Rodimer
Bishop Emeritus of Paterson

Thank You!
Organ Renovation
We are happy to announce that because of the Partners in Faith
campaign and your continued generosity, we were able to renovate and
upgrade our parish organ. During the last few months, we engaged
with the original builder in bringing the instrument to its original
settings while upgrading some of the speakers and MIDI interface. This
also included a complete revoicing of all stops, as well as reworking of
the pedalboard and installation of LED lights. We are looking forward
to the new sounds for our liturgies. Thank you!

