3rd Sunday of Advent
Rejoice with joyful song... Here is your God... He
comes to save you.

A

dvent is a season of preparation. It’s not uncommon to hear the word
“preparation” and think of the decorations, parties and presents.
Advent can be a whirlwind of “to-do lists” and events to attend. We may
have passing thoughts of the Incarnation – the birth of Christ; but taking
time to really reflect on the implications of Advent demand that we be
intentional about making time for this. We must be attentive to what the
Holy Spirit is revealing in our hearts and minds about a God who loves us
so deeply that He humbled himself to be become one of us born as a baby
in Bethlehem. Today is one of those intentional days. Today we celebrate
Gaudete Sunday – Rejoice Sunday. The pink candle on our Advent wreath,
signifying joy, burns bright as we fill this sacred space in joyful song
because our God draws near.
Both the first reading and the Gospel provide us with the reason for
our rejoicing – God is coming to save us. When Jesus comes, as He said in
the Gospel, the blind regain their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed,
the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have the good news
proclaimed to them. These acts are miraculous not only in their physical
healing, but in their ability to be a healing balm in our deepest need.
Even if we do not have any of the physical manifestations Jesus
mentions, we are blind, lame, deaf, impoverished and in need of cleansing
in our heart and spirit. These words of sacred Scripture are talking about
our liberation. They are speaking to each of us – life in Christ is a life lived
in liberation from that which is hindering us from being fully alive – fully
aware of God’s grace, mercy and gift of life offered to each of us every day.
Obviously, our deepest needs are not the perfect present or the details
of the office Christmas party, but rather can be summed up in the four
candles we light as we progress through Advent: hope, love, joy and peace.
These needs are attended to as we gather as a community of believers
– as we offer our songs, our prayers and our gifts. These needs are soothed
and satisfied as we come forward to receive Holy Communion, and are
nourished and strengthened by Jesus himself. After being nourished and
strengthened by the Eucharist, we are charged to leave Mass to “Go in
peace to love and serve the Lord.” Ultimately, these needs are fulfilled
when we place our trust, first and foremost, in Christ. In doing so, we seek
guidance and inspiration from the Holy Spirit, not in our capacity to buy
things that we think will make others happy.
We give presents and celebrate parties because we care about those in
our lives. So consider this year to give gifts that really speak to the deepest
needs of those whom you care about. Offer the gifts of hope, love, joy or
peace in the form of a visit, a call or a helping hand. And let this Advent
season be a time of dedication and attentiveness. As Saint Paul reminds us,
make your hearts firm, for the coming of the Lord is at hand.

Daily Readings
Monday, December 12
Zec 2: 14-17 or Rv 11:19z, 12:1-6a;
Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47
Tuesday, December 13
Zep 3:1-2, 9-13; Mt 21:28-32
Wednesday, December 14
Is 45:6b-8, 18, 21b-25; Lk 7:18b-23
Thursday, December 15
Is 54:1-10; Lk 7:24-30
Friday, December 16
Is 56:1-3a, 6-8; Jn 5:33-36
Saturday, December 17
Gn 49:2, 8-10; Mt 1:1-17
Sunday, December 18
Is 7:10-14; Rom 1:1-7; Mt 1:18-24

Collection

Last weekend’s collection:
$14,617.50*

*Included in this number is Faith Direct,
electronic giving. The weekly average for
electronic giving is $5,476.00. For an easier
more consistent way of supporting Christ the
King, please consider using Faith Direct at
www.faithdirect.net. Our parish code is NJ658.

Weekly Baptisms

This last weekend we welcomed into the
Church through the waters of Baptism
Michael Robert Piserchia, son of Michael
and Erika (nee Mann) and Cynthia Ann
Losapio, daughter of Frederick and Dana
(nee Votto).

Christmas Liturgies
Eucharistic Ministers, Lectors &
Altar Servers
Sign-up sheets are posted in the Priest’s
Sacristy. Please indicate your availability to
serve for the Christmas liturgies.

Faith Direct

Faith Direct enables parishioners to make
your Church contributions through either
direct debit from your checking/savings
account or through your credit/debit card.
No more writing checks or searching for
envelopes on the way out the door. Now
you can apply the convenience of direct
debit to your parish offerings in much the
same way as you may now use it to make
your mortgage, car or tuition payments.
Visit www.faithdirect.net to enroll securely
online. Our parish code is NJ658.

Meetings & Happenings
Sunday, December 11
All day Giving Tree Returns
All day Christmas-In-A-Box
2pm Christmas Pageant
4pm YM Christmas Gathering
4:30pm Rock Follow-up
6:30pm Antioch Team Meeting
Monday, December 12
7pm Parent & Teen Gathering
Tuesday, December 13
9:30am Prayer Shawl Ministry
4:30pm Youth Ministry Backpack
7:30pm Adult Choir
Thursday, December 15
9:30am Bible 101
5:45pm FBRE
Friday, December 16
10:30am Bible Study
Saturday, December 17
9:30am Reconciliation
Sunday, December 18
6:30pm Antioch Team Meeting

Christmas Flowers
In memory of a loved one

Beautiful Christmas trees and flowers will fill our church’s sanctuary
during this holy season, which are donated by parishioners who
contribute an offering in memory of a deceased loved one. All the
names of those loved ones will be printed in one of the Christmas
season bulletins. Christmas Flower envelopes were included in your bimonthly collection envelope mailing. If you would like to make such an
offering, please return the completed envelope in the collection basket.

The Giving Tree

Mass Intentions
Monday, December 12
7am Rev. Stan Kobel, OFM, Cap.
Tuesday, December 13
9am Sr. Margaret William McDonald, OP
Wednesday, December 14
7am Don Jones
Thursday, December 15
9am Michael Lynch
Friday, December 16
7am Samuel Singer
Saturday, December 17
9am Frank Pace
5pm Dave Willean
Sunday, December 18
7am Anita Dolan
9am Dorsey & Philip Thebault
11am Brian & Rick Paris
5:30pm Gerry O’Connor

Pray for the Sick

Frank Alai, Terry Zimmer, Joan Dagostino,
Jerry Trent, Cannon Sittig, Kristen Johnson,
Kathryn Olden, Msgr. Patrick Brown,
Christopher Drzala, Grant Martin Scruggs,
Anne Galdieri, John Allen, Debbie Caldwell,
Mary Louise O’Connor-Wilson, and all those
listed in Our Lady’s Chapel prayer book of
intentions.

Please place your Giving Tree gifts under the tree on or before THIS
WEEKEND. Thank you to ALL who supported this Christmas Giving
Ministry. For further information contact Colleen Roberts at
908.305.0026.

Gifts for Prisoners
Today is the final day of collection of personal items and Christmas
cards for the inmates of Morris County Correctional Facility. Thank you
so much for your generosity!

Christmas-In-A-Box
Christmas-in-a-Box
completed donations are to
be dropped off at the patio
doors of the Parish Hall on
Sunday, December 11,
between 8am and 12pm. If
you have any questions
please contact Claire
O’Mara at 973-538-6370
or clairomara@aol.com.

