2nd Sunday of Advent
From ashes comes new life. A waiting people
anticipate the Messiah’s arrival.

Daily Readings
Monday, December 5
Is 35:1-10; Lk 5_17-26
Tuesday, December 6
Is 40:1-11; Mt 18:12-14
Wednesday, December 7
Is 40:25-31; Mt 11:28-30
Thursday, December 8
Gn 3:9-15, 20; Eph 1:3-6, 11-12; Lk 1:26-35
Friday, December 9
Is 48:17-19; Mt 11:16-19
Saturday, December 10
Sir 48:1-4, 9-11; Mt 17:9a, 10-13
Sunday, December 11
Is 35:1-6a, 10; Jas 5:7-10; Mt 11:2-11

Collection

S

everal years ago, I was in a national park that had just completed
what is referred to as a controlled burn. This is when they purposely
burn off overgrowth in certain areas of the parks where there are paths
and where hikers explore. As we walked through the area, some of the
remnants were still smoldering. It was an eerie and desolate feeling.
A year or so later I was in the same park, and as I walked through
the same area, little shoots had begun to sprout up from the rubble. It
brought to mind Isaiah’s words we just heard today: A shoot shall
sprout from the stump of Jesse, and from his roots a bud shall blossom.
Out of the ashes of my life, our lives, comes this amazing shoot of Jesse
we call Savior and Lord.
Doesn’t our Messiah have a spirit of wisdom and of understanding;
a spirit of counsel and of strength; a spirit of knowledge? He does not
judge by appearance or by hearsay, but He judges the poor with justice.
This holy season of Advent is an opportunity to ponder the great
prophecies of the Hebrew Scriptures. It is an opportunity to try and
grasp what the people of Jesus’ time were thinking, as the faithful ones
of Israel began to wonder if the Messiah was truly in their midst.
There had been false starts before – others who had come along
trying to convince the people they were the Messiah. Some were so
eager for the Messiah to come they began to put their hopes in John the
Baptist. But John quickly told them that soon one would be in their
midst who would be baptizing them with the Spirit and with fire.
My friends, we have the prophecies of the Hebrew Scriptures and
we have the Gospels, the Epistle letters, the Acts of the Apostles, the
Book of Revelation and all the testimonies of generation after
generation of believers that testify to the fact that Jesus is the real deal.
Let us take this all in, and prepare joyful hearts to celebrate once again
the Incarnation of God – the Word becoming Flesh – the Son walking
among us as one like ourselves.
Yes the tree has to go up; the decorations have to be just right;
presents have to be wrapped and there are parties to attend. None of
that has purpose, however, if not for the Lord.
Let us commit ourselves to taking the time we need to ponder the
prophecies of old and the witness testimonies of every generation –
that Jesus is our Messiah. He is the one who has come to set us free. Let
us rejoice and be glad.

November 20 collection:
$14,338.00*
November 27 collection:
$19,383.00*
*Included in this number is Faith Direct,
electronic giving. The weekly average for
electronic giving is $5,476.00. For an easier
more consistent way of supporting Christ the
King, please consider using Faith Direct at
www.faithdirect.net. Our parish code is NJ658.

Second Collection Next Week
Next weekend is our monthly second
collection for Project Faith, our Diocesan
Assessment. Your generosity in helping us
meet this obligation is greatly appreciated.

Weekly Baptisms

This last weekend we welcomed into the
Church through the waters of Baptism
Keegan Edward William Baldwin, son of
Brian and Jennifer (nee Cooke), and
Josephine Mary Gasek, daughter of Shelby
and Patricia (nee Johnson), Felician Perska
Smaluch, son of Wieslaw and Magdalena
(nee Perska).

Lector Workbooks

Lector Workbooks for the new liturgical
cycle are available in the Priest’s Sacristy.
Please, pick up your Workbook after Mass.

Christmas Liturgies
EM, Lectors & Altar Servers
Sign-up sheets are posted in the Priest’s
Sacristy. Please indicate your availability to
serve for the Christmas liturgies.

Meetings & Happenings
Sunday, December 4
10am Kindergarten RE
10am Munchkin Sunday
Monday, December 5
7pm Parent & Teen Gathering
Wednesday, December 7
9:30am Moms & Tots
Thursday, December 8
9:30am Bible 101
11am Harding Senior
Friday, December 9
10:30am Bible Study
5:45pm FBRE
Saturday, December 10
All day Giving Tree Returns
Sunday, December 11
All day Giving Tree Returns
All day Christmas-In-A-Box

Mass Intentions

Monday, December 5
7am Ralph E. Behre
Tuesday, December 6
9am Max Simon
Wednesday, December 7
7am Anita Dolan
Thursday, December 8
9am James Giuliano
7pm Timothy O’Brien
Friday, December 9
7am Rose Wrigley
Saturday, December 10
9am Joan Benford
5pm James Heaney
Sunday, December 11
7am Fred Witt
9am Mary Quinn
11am Albert Dickson and
Philip & Dorsey Thebault
5:30pm William Thomson

Pray for the Sick

Frank Alai, Terry Zimmer, Joan Dagostino,
Jerry Trent, Cannon Sittig, Kristen Johnson,
Kathryn Olden, Msgr. Patrick Brown,
Christopher Drzala, Grant Martin Scruggs,
Anne Galdieri, John Allen, Debbie Caldwell,
and all those listed in Our Lady’s Chapel
prayer book of intentions.

Christmas-In-A-Box
On Sunday, December 11, between 8am
and 12pm, the completed boxes are to be
dropped off at the patio doors of the
Parish Hall. If you have any questions
please contact Claire O’Mara at
973-538-6370 or clairomara@aol.com.

The Giving Tree

Please place your Giving Tree gifts under the tree on or before
December 4 or 11 according to the Gift tag. This year’s outreach
charities include Birth Haven, Eva’s Village, Family Promise, Hope
House and Father English Center Schools in Paterson. Today is the
deadline for gifts for Eva’s Village. Tags have the stocking logo.
For further information contact Colleen Roberts at 908.305.0026.
DECEMBER 1 WAS THE DEADLINE FOR ALL “ANGEL TAGS” FOR THE
INTERFAITH FOOD PANTRY GIFTS.

Christmas Flowers
In memory of a loved one
Beautiful Christmas trees and flowers will fill our church’s sanctuary
during this holy season, which are donated by parishioners who
contribute an offering in memory of a deceased loved one. All the
names of those loved ones will be printed in one of the Christmas
season bulletins. Christmas Flower envelopes were included in your bimonthly collection envelope mailing. If you would like to make such an
offering, please return the completed envelope in the collection basket.

Bible 101

Pray for the Deceased
Frank Pace, Father of Richard Pace
Sheila Teschemacher,
Mother of Adrienne Kirby
Eugene Minarich,
Father of Christopher Minarich

Come and join us to read, pray, and discuss together the Acts of the
Apostles. Sessions are held on Thursday mornings from 9:30am to
11:00am in the Parish Life Center, second floor. We look forward to a
lively sharing of Sacred Scripture and its impact in our lives. To sign up
please contact Sister Mary Joseph at (973)539-4955 ext. 13, or email:
srmaryjoseph@churchofchristtheking.org.

