27th Sunday in Ordinary Time
We Are Merely His Servants

T

he readings today speak of the power, courage and strength that is
given to us through faith in Jesus, such as the strength to bear
hardship for the Gospel and the marvels God can work through our
faith, like a tree being uprooted and planted in the sea. The words and
images are aimed at stirring up a flame in us. They call us into action. In
response, we may feel the urge to do something for God, to accomplish
many things on behalf of his Church.
Sometimes it can be hard to feel we are making a difference. If we
are involved in parish life, we may feel the push and pull of many
different elements: programs and committees, pressure to make the
liturgy more engaging, the need to increase church membership
numbers, or perhaps to proclaim the Gospel in fresh and innovative
ways. The weight of these responsibilities may add up, and we can feel
discouraged that we are not making enough headway in building up the
kingdom of God.
These activities are well-intended, and certainly in line with our
understanding of the Gospel. So it may came as a shock to hear these
words from Jesus: When you have done all you have been commanded,
say “We are unprofitable servants; we have done what we were obliged
to do.” We expect praise, or perhaps even gratitude, from the Lord. We
expect him to appreciate our efforts, not respond in such a dismissive
tone. But then again, who are we to expect, or even demand, anything
from the Lord?
The experience of Carlo Carretto may be instructive here. Carretto
was a leader of an Italian youth movement called Catholic Action for
twenty years before and after the Second World War. At age forty-four,
he experienced a call to the contemplative life, and responded by
joining a community called the Little Brothers in Algeria.
During his novitiate, he spent a week alone in the desert in
adoration of the exposed Eucharist. In his life as an activist, he had felt
responsible for bearing the weight of the Church on his shoulders. But
kneeling before the Eucharist, in a moment of deep contemplation, he
understood the truth: “I had walked, run, spoken, organized, worked in
the belief that I was supporting something; and in reality I had been
holding up absolutely nothing. The weight of the world was all on
Christ Crucified. I was nothing, absolutely nothing. It had taken some
effort to believe the words of Jesus who had said to me two thousand
years earlier: ‘When you have done everything that is commanded you
to do, say We are unprofitable servants, because we have only done our
duty.’” [Letters from the Desert, 1972.]
These words of Jesus are not unkind. They are merely truthful. In
today’s reading from the Second Letter of Timothy, we are reminded:
kindle afresh the gift of God, which is in you. Everything we have, we
have received from him. He alone bears the weight of the world.
Without him, we can do nothing.

Daily Readings
Monday, October 3rd
Gal 1:6-12; Lk 10:25-37
Tuesday, October 4th
Gal 1:13-24; Lk 10:38-42
Wednesday, October 5th
Gal 2:1-2, 7-14; Lk 11:1-4
Thursday, October 6th
Gal 3:1-5; Lk 11:5-13
Friday, October 7th
Gal 3:7-14; Lk 11:15-28
Saturday, October 8th
Gal 3:22-29; Lk 11 27-28
Sunday, October 9th
2 Kgs 5:14-17; 2 Tm 2:8-13; Lk 17:11-19

Collection
Last weekend’s collection:
$12,211.50*
*Included in this number is Faith Direct,
electronic giving. The weekly average for
electronic giving is $5,123.00. For an easier
more consistent way of supporting Christ the
King, please consider using Faith Direct at
www.faithdirect.net. Our parish code is NJ658.

Second Collection Next Week
Our second collection next weekend is for
Project Faith, our Diocesan Assessment.
Your generosity in helping us meet this
obligation is greatly appreciated.

Weekly Baptisms
This last weekend we welcomed into the
Church through the waters of Baptism:
Bradley Carter Bullaro, son of Ingrid (nee
Vaca) and James Bullaro, and twins Emily
Alice and Sebastian Alfred Luthy, daughter
and son of Antonella (nee Catizone) and
Erik Luthy.

Harding Seniors

The Harding Seniors will meet on
Thursday, October 13th, 11AM in the
Parish Life Center. Program Topic:
Librarian/Historian Carol Simon Levin will
talk about The Brooklyn Bridge: How Emily
Roebling, Robling’s daughter in law,
Completed the Bridge After His Death.

Meetings & Happenings
Sunday, October 2
10am Kindergarten RE - PLC
10am Munchkin Sunday - Parish Hall
10:30am Eva's Village
4pm Rock Team Meeting - PLC
5:30pm Jr. High RE - PLC
Monday, October 3
10am Women of Grace – PLC
7pm Parent/Teen Meeting
7pm Women of Grace – PLC
Tuesday, October 4
7pm Catholicism – PLC
7:30pm Adult Choir
Thursday, October 6
9:30am Bible 101 – PLC
Friday, October 7
10:30am Bible Study – PLC
Saturday, October 8
9:30am Reconciliation – Church
Sunday, October 9
9am Children’s Liturgy of the Word
4pm Rock Team Meeting - PLC

2016 Bishop’s Annual Appeal
Our Catholic Charities agencies, the
largest recipient of funds from the
Bishop’s Annual Appeal, serve tens
of thousands of people each year,
from seniors and disabled adults to
those with addictions and in need of
counseling. In fact, a record number
of people have been seeking the
services of Catholic Charities over
the years. Please be as generous as
you are able to the 2016 Bishop’s
Annual Appeal, we can continue to
serve those in desperate situations. For your convenience, you can
make an online gift or pledge at www.2016appeal.org.

Catholicism – The Pivotal Players

Mass Intentions
Monday, October 3
7AM Barbara Ketchum
Tuesday, October 4
9AM Ella Redding
Wednesday, October 5
7AM Richard Corrado
Thursday, October 6
9AM Barbara Elizabeth Delano
Friday, October 7
7AM Daniel P. Nugent, Sr.
Saturday, October 8
9AM Daniel Arturo
5PM Sally Dudley
Sunday, October 9
7AM Richard Gray
9AM Albert Zander
11AM Marge & Dan Nugent
5:30PM Deacon Mark McCabe

Pray for the Sick
Frank Alai, Terry Zimmer, Joan Dagostino,
Jerry Trent, Cannon Sittig, Kristen Johnson,
Kathryn Olden, Msgr. Patrick Brown,
Christopher Drzala, Grant Martin Scruggs,
Anne Galdieri, Margaret Mowbray, John
Allen, and all those listed in Our Lady’s
Chapel prayer book of intentions.

A call to holiness through the inspiration of leading saints who not only
shaped the life of the Church but changed the course of civilization.
Tuesdays, October 4, 11, 18 and 25
7 to 9PM – Parish Life Center
The evening will consist of:
• Pizza served at 7PM
• Opening prayer and Catholicism film
• Discussion led by a facilitator
We sincerely hope you can participate in this enriching experience! (It
is not necessary to have attended the previous sessions.)
Please contact Mary at luberto25@hotmail.com or call 973-267-0743.

Caritas Gala 2016
Honorees Peter & Patricia Muratore
The purpose of the Caritas Awards is to
recognize individuals and/or organizations that
are committed to mission of all Catholic charities
agencies: to service, to advocate and to inspire.
This year ‘s honorees for “Inspiring” are our
own Peter and Pat Muratore. The recipients, in words and deeds,
encourage, motivate and/or persuade others to provide needed
services and to work with other people or groups of people to both
directly provide service and to advocate for justice.
The awards will be presented at Catholic Charities annual Caritas
Gala on Saturday, November 5th from 6:30 to 10:30pm., at the
Birchwood Manor in Whippany. Single Tickets are $250.00, Table of 10
$2,500.00.
If you have any questions, please contact Father Edward Lambro
either by phone at (973) 523-4456 or by email at
elambro@catholicharities.org.

