December 13, 2015

Third Sunday of Advent

Daily Readings

Monday, December 14th
Numbers 24:2-7, 15-17a; Matthew 21:23-27
Tuesday, December 15th
Zephaniah 3:1-2, 9-13; Matthew 21:28-32
Wednesday, December 16th
Isaiah 45:6c-8, 18, 21c-23; Luke 7:18b-23
Thursday, December 17th
Genesis 49:2, 8-10; Matthew 1:1-17
Friday, December 18th
Jeremiah 23:5-8; Matthew 1:18-25
Saturday, December 19th
Judges 13:2-7, 24-25a; Luke 1:5-25
Sunday, December 20th
Micah 5:1-4a; Hebrews 10:5-10;
Luke 1:39-45

Monday, December 14th
7:00am Dottie O’Neil
Tuesday, December 15th
9:00am Lena Stango
Wednesday, December 16th
7:00am Dottie O’Neil
Thursday, December 17th
9:00am Frank & Michalina Oberc
Friday, December 18th
7:00am Rose Taschler
Saturday, December 19th
9:00am Thomas Francis Colligan
5:00pm Dave Willean
Sunday, December 20th
7:00am Manna and Racanelli Families
9:00am Fred Witt
11:00am Brian & Rick Paris
5:30pm Susan Docherty
Pray for the Sick
Frank Alai, Terry Zimmer, Joan Dagostino, Jerry
Trent, Kristen Johnson, Kathryn Olden, Msgr.
Patrick Brown, Geraldine Marty, Jim Dwyre, and all
those listed in Our Lady’s Chapel prayer book of
intentions.

Collections
Last weekend’s collection:

$17,924.00*

*Included in this number is Faith Direct, electronic
giving. The weekly average for electronic giving is
$5,419.00.
For an easier more consistent way of
supporting Christ the King, please consider using Faith
Direct at www.faithdirect.net.
Our parish code is
NJ658.

“The crowds asked John, ‘What are we to
do?’ In reply he said, ‘let the man with two
coats give to him who has none. The man
who has food should do the same.’…
‘Teacher, what are we to do?’…’What about
us?’…The people were full of anticipation
wondering in their hearts whether John
might be the Messiah…Using exhortations of
this sort, he preached the good news to the
people.”
If we only took seriously the questions posed
by the crowds, the tax collectors and
soldiers, how different this advent and
Christmas would be. We might ask
ourselves, what have I done, what am I
doing, and be led to decide what I am going
to do.
Rather than be overwhelmed by the
advertising,
the
commercialism
and
consumerism which affect us all, be brave,
pause and ask the questions posed above.
Am I able to give something to someone in
need, rather than to one who has no need?
Am I able to recognize the Christ waiting to
receive my help, through a kind word, a
gentle smile or warm embrace?
Can I speak to someone else about my
concern for a victim of injustice, abuse or
neglect, showing the pity and compassion
Christ showed for them at this time when we
are told and flooded by others informing us
of our ‘so called needs.’
Our thoughts
expressed by word and attitude can be the
most welcome of all Christmas gifts.
May this third week of advent speak to our
hearts.

account. Do I give only of my excess, or am I
the good steward who is willing to sacrifice in
order to help others?

The Season of Advent: A Fruitful Time
for the Christian Steward

Probably nothing challenges a Christian steward’s
use of time as much as the seasons of Advent and
Christmas.
Each year, we marvel at the irony of it: a time to
honor and ponder God’s great mystery, the
Incarnation, somehow falls prey to a time of
stressful shopping, endless “to do” lists, strained
checkbooks, and guilt over what’s not getting
done. Sometimes those non-stop Christmas tunes
begin to grate on our senses.
How does the Christian steward answer this
challenge to devote time to reflection and prayer
while incorporating the best and most fruitful of
our cultural traditions into this festive season?
One suggestion would be to set aside a special
time of reflection right at the beginning of Advent
for determining what our priorities for the season
will be. Set aside an hour and begin by retreading
the Christmas story in the Gospel of Saint Luke.
Ask God to help you know what is the most
generous and beneficial use of time in God’s
service during this season. Ask for help in setting
aside time for prayer each day. Don’t be afraid to
cross things off your “must do” list if they add
stress to what should be a peaceful time.
Only you and God can determine the best use of
your time. For instance, some people find annual
Christmas cookie baking a reflective, creative time
and a wonderful way to share. For others, it’s a
self-imposed burden and a sure-fire way to a
messy kitchen and a calorie overload. Likewise,
the extra party may be just what someone needs
to unwind and commune with friends while for
another it may be the gateway to exhaustion or a
temptation to overindulge in food or drink. Ask
God which traditions are life-giving for you, and
be bold enough to leave the others behind.
“I just don’t have time,” is the frequent lament of
the holiday season. But the Christian steward is
aware that we all have the same amount of time,
and to each is given an opportunity of returning
the first fruits of that time back to God. The
season of Advent offers just such a grace-filled
opportunity.

Come all ye faithful… come to Bethlehem
Come to Bethlehem and Find Jesus:

December, 2015

Bethlehem where Jesus came into the world is in the Holy Land, right? Would you think it strange if I said Bethlehem is in
Haiti and it is where Jesus is present in the world today? I visited Bethlehem in the Holy Land almost two years ago. I visited
Bethlehem in Haiti last month. Let me explain.

Jesus sat on my lap for an hour at a time in the person of 8 year old Theresa occasionally flip flopping between me and
volunteer Linda. Theresa could not talk but would make sounds and was happy to snuggle, holding tight around my or Linda’s
neck. Theresa gave an occasional smile as I sang to her or caressed her back. As I entered the nursery on my second day
there, I saw Theresa standing in her crib. She gave me a smile and stretched out her hands to be picked up.
When not working with Theresa, Linda fed other children and polished their nails. She also fed elderly residents at the
Brothers’ Nursing Home and trimmed their nails. I gave Jesus shaves at that home in the persons of several dozen men,
kneeling down for some, bending over some and sitting on the floor for some for which Jesus thanked me in French, English
and Creole.
Steve, another volunteer, knows the face of Jesus well from his visits over the years, but none better than nine year olds
Roman and Marcel. Roman has CP and severe contractures requiring assistance with all activities of daily living. He smiles
continuously for the hours Steve spends with him each day, always in the company of Marcel who helps push Roman’s
wheelchair and is Roman’s self‐appointed protector. Marcel is small for his age and has neurological deficits as a result of no
prenatal care and malnourishment as an infant. These Jesuses’ smiles sometimes bring tears of joy to Steve.
Agnes, one of our volunteers, comforted Jesus in the person of Robenson, a teenager, who though he is at peace with the
knowledge of his terminal illness, was self‐conscious about appearing publicly with jaundiced eyes. Jesus looks cool in
sunglasses.
Courtney, another volunteer, sponsors Yvens. She sees the kind and loving face of Jesus in Yvens. Courtney had sent a gift
package for Yvens with another volunteer team. Not only did Yvens share the gum and candy from the package with fellow
residents but as Yvens was about to eat the last two pieces he saw a friend that had none and so shared a piece with him.
We helped Jesus (in the person of Dr. Eugene Maklin, a Family Practitioner) get the power steering on his truck fixed. Can you
imagine driving a truck on U.S. roads without power steering? The roads in Haiti are narrow, winding, hilly, often potholed
and generally crowded with pedestrians, other cars, bicycles and motorcycles. Dr. Maklin serves six clinics and makes
frequent house calls 24/7. Jesus needs power steering.
This Christmas look for Bethlehem in your community. Find Jesus in need, even just one person, and/or, let Bethlehem find
you. You may see someone in need as you go about your day, read about someone in need in the paper or on the internet,
hear about it at church or from a neighbor. Find your Bethlehem or let it find you, and meet Jesus. Now that will be a very
blessed Christmas!

Joe Duffy, Catholic Charities in the Diocese of Paterson
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Peter, a volunteer, fed Jesus daily in the person of Katherine, a teenager with Cerebral Palsy (CP). Katherine cannot stand or
even sit by herself. Peter had to leave before us and so I took on feeding Katherine. After lunch like Peter did before he left I
wheeled Katherine about the compound in her special wheelchair singing the few French songs I knew, eliciting an occasional
smile.

Come all ye faithful…

come to Bethlehem

Together with eight volunteers, I travelled to the Missionaries of the Poor (MOP) Good Shepherd Monastery in Cap Haitien,
Haiti in November. The MOP Brothers’ compound has four residences for the poor. One home, called “Bethlehem”, houses
40 infants, toddlers and young boys and girls living with moderate to very severe developmental disabilities, many with
contractures. Most need help with all activities of daily living, such as eating, bathing, dressing and toileting. Many cannot
talk. We provided such care for a week while the brothers and staff provide it 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.

