Faith Direct enables
parishioners to make
your
Church
contributions
through
either direct debit from
your
checking/savings
account or through your
credit/debit card. No more writing checks or
searching for envelopes on the way out the
door. Now you can apply the convenience of
direct debit to your parish offerings in much the
same way as you may now use it to make your
mortgage, car or tuition payments.
Visit www.faithdirect.net to enroll securely
online. Our parish code is NJ658.

national holiday, Thanksgiving.
It is
wonderful to have a day to call attention to
the need for gratitude, but this holiday also
reminds the Christian steward that every day
should
include
thanksgiving
because
gratitude is essential to discipleship. Feeling
a deep appreciation for the giftedness of our
lives can’t be confined to one holiday when
we spend a few minutes around a laden
table remembering our many blessings.
Neither can gratitude become a rote
response.
Gratitude is good for our spiritual lives in so
many ways. It reminds us of our neediness
before the Lord, without whom we have
nothing. The mere daily act of focusing on
our blessings makes us more mindful, more
present to God’s mystery and gifts, and
more aware of the needs of others around
us.
Gratitude is best achieved by daily
focused attention.
So perhaps a good
exercise for November would be to write
down each day, some things for which we
are truly grateful. Your list will no doubt
include people – a teacher who inspired you,
a coach who believed in you, an aunt who
made you feel special, an employer who
mentored you. Your notes might include
simple things – the aroma of freshly ground
coffee, a lunch invitation that brightened
your day, a phone call that brought a smile.
Focus on things you sometimes take for
granted – the warm home in which you live,
the sunshine that peeked through a cloudy
day, the bright redness of a leaf on the lawn
the faithful presence of your spouse.
And during the month of thanks, remember
to give thanks to the risen Lord:

NOVEMBER:
A MONTH TO FOCUS ON GRATITUDE
November brings raking leaves, mid-term
exams, plenty of football, and the beginning
of our Christmas plans. But for those in the
U.S., November’s highlight is the great

Let the peace of Christ control your
hearts, the peace into which you were also
called in one body. An be thankful. Let the
word of Christ dwell in you richly, as in all
wisdom you teach and admonish one
another, singing psalms, hymns, and
spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts
to God. And whatever you do, in word or in
deed, do everything in the name of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father
through Him (Colossians 3:15-17).

Madison, Monday, December 7 and Wednesday,
December 9 from 10:00-11:30 a.m.

Speaking of Faith: Where Faith Intersects Life

Men After His Heart
A basic course in spirituality for men. Self-contained
sessions will explore spiritual themes important to men
and their growth in faith. Fr. Paul Manning, presenter.
Madison, Tuesday, December 1 from 7:30-9:00
p.m.

Being Single, Being Faithful (35+)

Fr. Paul Manning will interview Joseph W. Spada, CFP,
Senior Principal and Member of the Board of Directors
of Summit Financial Resources, Inc., about his
encounter with and response to God and the
integration of faith into work and life.
Madison, Wednesday, December 9 from 7:309:00 p.m.
Please go to www.insidethewalls.org for more
information and to register for any of these programs.

Whether single by choice or by circumstance, we must
live every “single” day to the fullest. We can find
fulfillment in Christ and his Church by embracing the
opportunities in the Church for spiritual growth,
meaningful service and a sense of community.
Madison, Saturday, December 5 from 10:00
a.m.-noon

Women’s Health and Fertility Awareness
Learn an effective, healthy, moral and inexpensive
system that integrates health with moral family
planning for couples who are trying to achieve
pregnancy, who have fertility concerns or who need to
regulate pregnancy.
Madison, Saturday, December 5 from 10:00
a.m.-noon

Catholic by Choice: Converts’ Convocation
Join presenter, Brian Honsberger, to celebrate the gift
of the Catholic faith and journey through a consulting
process to identify the best approaches and techniques
to reach out to other non-Catholics.
Madison, Saturday, December 5 from 10:00
a.m.-1:00 p.m.

Sharing the Faith We Love: Lessons from Jesus
the Evangelist
While there is no perfect program in evangelization,
there is the perfect person: Jesus Christ. Discover how
Jesus shared the Good News along with practical ideas
for sharing the faith today.

A Family Thanksgiving Prayer
Thank you, Lord, for each person in our family
(name family members). We thank you for our
home, and for all the persons who are a part of our
life together.
Loving God, You have made us a family so that we
can learn about your love for us. Thank you for the
times we are able to laugh and cry together, for
giving us time to talk and listen to one another, and
for all the ways we know we are loved. We ask
pardon for the times we have hurt one another.
Help us to be a sign to others of your unconditional
love for us. Please give your special protection and
love to those who feel alone, especially children.
Help us to remember that we are all family, and to
share our blessings with others.
We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen

Fundraiser for “Hope for a Home”
“Home for a Home” is our Youth Ministry Fundraiser for our College
Guatemala Outreach and Appalachia Help Week Trips

Sponsored by CTKYM

